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Sky shakes up football again —
willfans optfor TV or terraces?

LS Ll

This season, more than 1,000 lower-league
games will now stream online. But the
varied kick-off times are sparking debate

William Turvill

n a Thursday lunchtime in
early August, the Tough-
sheet Community Stadium,
home of the once-mighty
Bolton Wanderers, was
dead. With the nearby M61
humming, a few locals were
trickling in and out of the
club store, which sells Bol-

"0 tonbranded ties, towels,
curtains and dog leads. But they were far
outnumbered by those shopping at Next,
across the road in the Middlebrook retail
park.

In a couple of weeks, the atmosphere
in this suburban corner of Bolton will be
rather more lively as Wanderers host
their League One rivals Wrexham, the
Welsh club that has found international
fame under the ownership of screen stars
Ryan Reynolds and Rob McElhenney.

“We've already sold over 20,500 tick-
ets, two-and-a-half weeks out from that
fixture,” said Neil Hart, the chief execu-
tive of Bolton Wanderers, sitting with a
coffee in the darkened bar of the Bolton
Stadium Hotel. “I'm confident we’ll hit
23, 24, 25,000 for that fixture. So border-
ing very close to a sell-out.”

A full capacity at the Toughsheet on
Sunday, August 18, would be significant
because the match will be broadcast live
on Sky, meaning fans could choose to
watch it for less money in their living
rooms.

The clash between Bolton and Wrex-
ham is one of 1,059 English Football
League matches that will be shown live
on Sky, or the new Sky Sports+ app, this
season thanks to a five-year, £935 million
broadcast deal that starts this Friday
night.

Previously, Sky paid £119 million a year
for 243 matches. Now the company is
paying £187 million a year for the rights to
more than 1,000 matches across English
football’s second, third and fourth tiers.
With each team guaranteed to be on at
least 20 times, the result is that Champi-
onship clubs can expect at least £2 mil-
lion a year from Sky, while those in

League One will receive more than
£400,000, and those in League Two
£200,000.

This is arguably the most transforma-
tional TV deal for football since Sky
landed a £304 million, five-year deal with
the newly launched Premier League back
in1992.

Beyond the Sky money, EFL chief
executive Trevor Birch is hopeful that
clubs can boost their fanbases and find
new sponsorship opportunities. “Giving
them a bigger platform, giving them
wider exposure, will undoubtedly help
them in terms of their revenue genera-
tion,” he said.

There is a catch. Some clubs are con-
cerned that the tie-up may reduce match-
day attendance, and therefore ticket rev-
enues. Some Sky subscribers may choose
to save money by watching matches
from home. But the bigger concern is
that fans could be enraged or put offby a
more varied calendar of kick-off times.

The 3pm Saturday blackout, which
prevents broadcasters from showing live
matches during English football’s tradi-
tional hours of play, means that many
games will now have to be played outside
this window. Sky has won an exception to
the blackout rules for this coming week-
end, allowing it to broadcast all matches,
including those starting at 3pm.

Nowhere will the challenge of the new
regime be felt more keenly than in Swan-
sea, south Wales, on Saturday morning.
Swansea City’s opening match kicks off at
12.30pm in Middlesbrough, more than
300 miles to the northeast. The support-
ers’ coach is scheduled to depart at 4am.

Ahead of this season, Championship
club Swansea has reduced prices, so that
atypical matchday ticket will cost £23.50,
down from £29. A spokesman said that
while the club’s chief motivation was to
make games “as affordable as possible”,
the Sky deal was “also factored in, given
the spread of potential kick-off times, and
the rise in appearances on live broad-
casts”

Chris Jackson, 28, a long-standing sea-
son-ticket holder at Doncaster Rovers in
South Yorkshire, was planning to attend
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the League Two side’s away match at Har-
rogate, North Yorkshire, next month with
his girlfriend, Dani. But they decided
against it when the fixture was moved toa
Thursday night. “If you're an average
fan, and you’re wanting to watch any
lower league football, that's great —
because you're getting a lot more cover-
age,” he said. “But it’s really annoying for
those who want to go to matches that
were supposed to be on Saturday at 3
oclock.”

Other clubs are not concerned about
their matchday attendances. Many fans
have become accustomed to having fix-
tures rearranged because of cup match
clashes and broadcaster decisions.
Under the new deal, Sky is pledging to
give fans their fixture times often several
months in advance.

And as for the concern about more
watching from home, supporters have
long been able to tune into matches, pay-
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ing £10 per game, through the EFL’s iFol-
low platform and club streaming services
— although these were capped at 360 a
season. This will no longer be available
for domestic fans. The Sky deal is signifi-
cant because all EFL clubs have voted to
sell access to their games through Sky
rather than attempt to stream directly to
their own fans.

Zoe Webber, the executive director of
Championship club Norwich City, said
there was no evidence that showing more
football on television eats into matchday
attendances. “That live experience — it's
so much more than watching the game,”
she said. “It’s coming on a matchday with
your friends. It’s going to a particular bar.
It’s going with maybe your mum or your
dad. So I don’t think broadcast can take
over that experience.”

Ryan Sparks, the chief executive of
League Two’s Bradford City, agrees. But
he will be keeping a close eye on fixture

changes. “The only fear I have is the dis-
placement of too many games,” he said.
“Because people work very hard in our
city to be able to come on a Saturday with
their families.” But, he adds, he was able
to persuade Sky not to move one of Brad-
ford’s big Saturday matches to a Monday,
fearing the club could miss out on a
20,000-plus attendance.

For Sky, the hope is that its £935 mil-
lion outlay will strengthen its status as the
televisual home of English football. The
deal looks good for Sky: it is paying far
less money per match, and will hope that
it can draw in new subscribers.

“This is just the beginning,” said Jonat-
han Licht, the managing director of Sky
Sports, which costs about £30 a month.
“Sky Sports+ unlocks the potential for us
to keep evolving and finding new ways to
deliver brilliant sport to our customers.”

He adds: “For the first time next week-
end, we will broadcast every game live
from across the EFL. It's going to be a
huge moment for football fans up and
down the country and is a fitting way to
kick-off our ground-breaking new part-
nership with the EFL.”

This new money is welcome for the
clubs of the EFL, but there is an elephant
in the room. While their deal is worth
£119 million a year to 72 clubs, Sky
recently struck a £5.2 billion, four-year
deal with the Premier League, equal to
£1.3 billion a year for 20 clubs.

One boss, whose club had moved
between the Premier League and Cham-
pionship in recent years, said that top-
tier clubs could expect at least £100 mil-
lion a year in broadcast revenues. In the
second tier, through the sale of domestic
and international TV rights, as well as
other related income, the biggest clubs
can expect to make closer to £10 million.

ack in the Bolton Stadium Hotel
bar, Neil Hart has plans to use his
. new Sky money to invest in the
| training ground, as well as his club
store. But, he added, the broadcast-
ing deal alone is not enough.

Bolton’s owners, Football Ventures,
bought the club out of administration five
years ago, and it remains a loss-maker. “It
is impossible for Bolton to be sustainable
asan EFL club,” said Hart, explaining that
for the club to break even, it would have
to halve its player budget and sacrifice its
footballing “ambition”.

The solution, he believes, lies in the
hands of the new Independent Football
Regulator, which will go live after passage
of the Football Governance Bill. Hart
wants there to be a fairer “redistribution
of funds” from Premier League clubs to
the EFL, and said there should be new
regulations on player salaries.

“We’ve just got to hope that the regula-
tor comes in and works with clubs from
the Premier League right through to the
EFL, to put a better financial model in
place for football,” he said. “That is much
needed. It’s been desperate for a number
of years.”

France wins gold for public
spending, but fails at budgeting
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‘When Holly-Rose Clegg was
beginning her acting career in
Paris, a job at Starbucks
helped pay her bills. Almost a
decade later, she has a
successful career on stage
and screen - but it is now the
French state, rather than
serving coffee, that keeps her
going in the inevitable gap

Holly-Rose Clegg can claim

pay for days she’s not worked

appease the Cour des
comptes, the independent
body that scrutinises France’s
public spending. Ina
damning report, the auditors
accused the government of
failing to deliver sufficient
cuts and described its debt-
reduction promises for the
future as “unrealistic”.

The Council of Economic
Analysis, an organisation
attached to the French prime
minister’s office, argued that
the government would have
to cut spending by €112 billion
over the next 7 to 12 years to
generate a1 per cent primary

Registration Numbers

Regtransfers.co.uk

PERSONAL NUMBER PLATES

Trustpilot

01582 967711 s

9am-9pm ¢ 7 days 17,000+ reviews y

AAWI| 6BM | DCPI | TEM | IGE [ HMHI | JW45 | LBHI | MFIL | INLW [ 1PPM | 43RS | TEI | VLM 1ADB
U |eree el i 8w e ol | | O |
1Gec | 1ML [ 1w | Lot | e | 1keD M
Acol | 18MG | 10FL | ELKI | 1GEE | THO | 13ww | LoB1 |wi8s | ineR | 73Ps [4sRy | TN | 1vMF sted n Lono B K14
IAER | BMRI| 1DFP | 36EN [ GEPI | IHRT [ 52)v | LDI |MGBI [1NPW | PTDT | TRW | TIOI | 1vim Available exclusively from Regiransfers
147 | 18N | DGEI | 60EP | GF6 | HRw! |47 KB | LDDI | IMGE | NRH1 | 55 PV [ RWGT | TLAI | VMTI
1AL | 16eR | DG | EPCY | GHi1 | 93T | KBS | 110G | INGG | NRu1 | TPwo | mwk1 | ITie | Sve | (TGNET ]
AFT [ Bowi | 10HP | TEPD | G [ 4 HU | KkCG1 | 1001 (MGR 2| NaLT [P | R | TSt [ Vs Spread
1AGE | BR6 | 1DHT | 1EPM | TGIE |0 HY | 1kCW | LE1 |wii53 | inmw | RBHI | 158w | ITw [ BVT
1AHG | 8781 | 1DKP | 1ERD | GIKI | HW6 | 1KDB | 2LeC | WuST | INSP | ROAI | 15CG | 65T i HET| the cost with
AUZ | 8351 | DL [ IESR | GILS | Wzl | 1KD) | TLEK | Movi | N2 | TRCE | 1SCP | 1Tes [ 1wan
ALK | 18U | 1DMA | ET5 | GLS | 1629 | kDRI | LEL) | mikc! | Toaa | 1RCG |soM5| 1TR |we 4 PayPal
1aMD | BYI | 1DMP | TEVH [ 1GMK | IT1 | TKEA | 94LF | IwiKF | 550F [RD59 [ 1500 | TRCI | 1wen :
NI | 8w | OMTI | EW! | 6O | 1w | 1KEK | LGS | mikn | 3901 | 1RO | SORT | 1TRD | Wee! Payin 3 \
Ap1 | 18Y | DN3 | 1EwH [20GP [ 1386 | 1KER | ILHB | 1MKK | o1 | ROPT | 15DS | 1590 | wesi
APEI [ 450C | IDNM | IFAG | 73GR| JCGI | IKG | ILHH | IMLF [ oY1 | REEI | SDWI| 3ITV | 1WE 99 JF
APt | 1cAg | DPWI | 1FAK | GRFI| 1UCN [ 1KaB | 1LT | 1Mo | sop | IREP [ 8SEC| WG | wep1 i
IARF [ 1CAG | 700U | 1FAW | IGTP | JD60 | 1KGM | ILKG | MMAI | PAAT | IRFA | SEGT [ 1TWM | WH 9JJD |
ATo | icaY | 27€A | 39c | 1GwD | 130 | KaP1 | (L2t |hamo | Ipaw [ 1RFC | SEIT | UL | 1wie é
ATCI | 5808 | Eal | FoHT | 1GW) | 100 | 1KGS | ILG |imMT | 1PBH |RG68 [ ISFH | IVA |wWhHI 1JVS -
29AU [ Tc8c | EADI | 71FD | GY1 | 1JEA [ s6i0 | LiST [1nw | peki | RGDT [ 1566 [ 1vAd [1wHm 137E
Awct | 1667 | 1en | TFeC [ wast [ JEc) | 1061 | tMo1 | WPB6 | 1Poa |1RGM | 168 | 1vAD | Twia ATHI3
6508 | CGFI | EALI [ 17N | IHAC | 1JEV | KUK | MRI | IMsw | PDL | RGPI | SHS1 | 1vaF | wisi
BAEI | COT1 | EANI |46 FF | HAHI [ 10F0 | IKLE | LMT7 | MT35 | POPI | RHFI | ISHT | 1vaAH | 1w MED 4L
18aw | 1cow | 1€as | 89 [ 1HAW | Fw | KUK | INT | v | 4epe | TRHP [ 1S | A | TwiG
5980 | 1GEK | 1eaw | 18P |&7+8 | Jasi | IKLP [ o510 | 1w | pEBT | 1RAW | SKI | IVAK | 1L
TBe | 1GFD | o1Ee | 16 | TG | Ja1 |48 | Sion Teee a0 | St [t | wer | NOT ) N BRO lI2E
1800 | 10kM | 1E8W | 18T | HCT1 | JGS1 | 1kML | ILPS |mw3s| peri | RIPT [ 1Skw | 1vam | wm 7N
180G | icks | Ec2 |orL | 1ho | HEI | kTl | LPw1 [Inwa | 1pEs | RK1 [ ISPk [ 1vap [ IwmT RJS3 4 ), GIo OLD
BORI | CLI | IECB | 38FN | IHDB | 1JHR |IKMW | LRGI | MWTI | IPEW | IRKG | ISRJ | IVAW |95 wp R 7l _
1805 | oviy | IECD a8 P |e7HE [ 1 | kN1 | 1R | INCR | prat | RKw | 1skR [ivow [ sswe| [ SHBT ] \acid
BEI | 10MS | ECFI | 8IFR | HEDI | et | ks | ILRT | INDH | (prw | RLAL [ 1STG [ 1vD' [1wRm 2 |_GI4 MES
61BF | ONHI | 1ECL | FRS1 | HEHI | JKFI |96 kP | 1LSF |inow [ PFST | IRLE | STLI | VEI |ws3
187M | 570 | 1ECS 5 HF [ KW | KR | 1LSR | NOP1 | [PRW | IRLF [ STwi | 1vew | wigt
BGD| | CR40 | EE99 | 88T | Ham1 | LAl | krD i | tswi | 7ane |97 PG | 1Rk [ 70SU | 22vF KRN ONLINE AUCTION
16GR | 8705 | 1€€8 | 76FW | 1HIA [ NI | KRJ1 | L1 | INEC | 1PGD | RLLI [ iswA | VG2
BH | ICTC | IEED | 90 IHJE [ JMRI | KRTI | (ZI |96 NF | IPHB |9RLM| BSY | Ivic | X1 [m 7I0EYE
BHCI | 10VC | 1E6F [ 16a) | HUPT | N4 | kWi | maG1 [ inGH | PE2 | TRLO | TaD1 | 1viD | 1YD £1,100 4,500
398) | CWJT | 1EEG | GAOI | THIR | iJNH | Kswi |52 M| NG | PKS [ 1RLR | Tan1 | viLi | YEI : -
BIKI EEM1 | 1GAP | HITI | NLT | kTS [1MB8 | 1 | IPLA [ RP2 | 1TBS | 1T [ YGI 7BVB HVDI
BIL1 | 108A | 1en [ Gaw1 | THw | 1K | kU |mic3a| w1 [1PvB [ TReA | TGP | vawr | 1vH Ll TR0
871 | DBGI | 1EHB | G82 | iHks | JTP1 |kwas| ivoF | 1N | PMTI [ RPDI | TE2 | VKit | W 45NT - -
BKCI | 20DC | EJBI | IGBB [ HL3 TT1 |1 KWW | MDO | NL | PN2 | IRPF | ITEB | VLBI |20 YM EBP 21 VDAI
reic [ 1oce | Be1 | 166a | Ast [ gsau | kyi | iviec | it | enet [ ten | e | vicr | | [ IXK_] 1400 £6000
BLGI | DCFI | EMMI | IGCD [ HLHI [ 1VG | L45 [ 1M NLS | | [IRPS | TG2 | IVLH | YT B -
BLHI [ DCNI | 1810 | 1GOP | HMFI | iovi | tast | imew | incr [ Ppet [ IRRT | ITA [ ivie | ivw YZI
Rogstaton Torsers vt Darsn
eatn.
THE SUNDAY TIMES
90 JL OW12 ZAT | |Book your advertisement now at:
270943 il i
27,000 07003 036 57 thesundaytimes.co.uk/advertise

between engagements.

Every month, Clegg logs
onto an official website to
input the jobs she has done
and how much she has
earned . She is then paid for
the days she has not worked—
in her case, typically €1,600
(£1,350) a month.

“It’s amazing because
France is the only country
that pays us like a salary every
month,” said Clegg, 33, who
was born in London to British
parents and moved to France
when she was eight. “They
give it to actors, singers,
dancers, musicians, even
technical people who work
on movie sets or do the
sound. Even if you're a
foreigner, you can still have it
if you work here, which is
really cool. It’s not just for
French people.”

The scheme, estimated to
cost more than €1 billion a
year, is typical of a unique
economic model that has
made the French state one of
the largest and most generous
in the world.

Such largesse comes at a
cost, however: now at close to
57 per cent of GDP,
government spending in
France has long been way
higher than in any of its G7
rivals; the equivalent figure
for Britain is 44.2 per cent
and for America 37.5 per
cent. At the same time, tax
rates are high, while social
charges — the French
equivalent of national
insurance — are vast. Yet, in
recent years, successive
governments have found it
difficult to balance the books:
the budget deficit is running

at5.5 per cent of GDP, which
has helped push up
government debt to 110.8 per
cent of GDP, third only to
Greece (159.8 per cent) and
Italy (137.7 per cent).

Now, with all eyes on Paris
for the Olympic Games
(which will cost the state a
few billion euros more), the
crisis is coming to a head: the
markets are getting nervous,
the ratings agencies have
downgraded French debt and
the European Commission is
demanding action.

To further complicate
matters, the country is still
without a government almost
amonth after an inconclusive
election in which the largest
number of seats was won by

33 per cent of GDP is well
above the European average
of 27 per cent.

Discontent, meanwhile, is
growing with the quality of
public services. France’s
much-vaunted health system,
though in a considerably
better condition than the
NHS, is struggling to eradicate
“medical deserts” — areas
where there are not enough
doctors — while its schools
are sliding down the
international league tables.

Paradoxically, France’s
budgetary woes come despite
aconcerted drive by
President Emmanuel Macron
to open up the economy:
labour laws have been made
more flexible, taxes for

the New Popular Front, aleft- | business lowered and

wing coalition that wants the | unemployment cut.

state to spend considerably Foreign investors have

more, rather than less. taken note and, for the fifth
“We are the world year running, put more

champions for public money into France than they

spending and the European
champion for taxes, plus
growth is mediocre at little
more than I per cent,” said
Benoit Perrin, director of
Contribuables Associés, a
campaigning group that is the
French equivalent of Britain’s
TaxPayers’ Alliance.

“The figures for our public
accounts are staggering. We
haven’t had a balanced
budget since 1974. The only
way to balance the books is to
cut public spending, but for
50 years, our governments
have drugged the French with
public money, and it is very
difficult to wean them off it.”

Part of the problem is the
high level of spending on
social protection, which at

have into Germany or Britain,
according to a new EY
attractiveness survey.

Still, though, France is in
the midst of a financial crisis
- and, when it comes to
crises, Macron’s response,
like that of his predecessors,
has been to spend more
public money.

How, and when, France
will get to grips with the
problem is not clear. Bruno
Le Maire, the outgoing
finance minister, announced
plans last month for
€25 billion in budget cuts this
year, with the aim of bringing
the deficit down towards the
level demanded by the EU:

3 per cent of GDP.
This was not enough to

budget surplus necessary to
bring down the debt. Macron
does not appear to have got
the memo: spending by the
French presidency last year
was €125.5 million, a budget
overshoot of €8.3 million.

As the largest grouping in
the new parliament, the New
Popular Front has staked its
claim to the premiership,
alarming financial markets
with policies that include
ing public sector wages,
linking salaries to inflation,
and cutting income tax and
social security contributions
for lower earners.

Notably, it has pledged to
reverse a controversial law to
raise the retirement age from
62 to 64, credited with saving
the state an estimated
€17 billion a year —and
reduce it to just 60.

Last weekend, its
candidate for prime minister,
Lucie Castets, 37, a left-wing
economist and senior civil
servant, called for
€150 billion more in taxes
between now and 2027,
largely levied on the better-
off and on companies, and
said keeping to the EU’s 3 per
cent limit would not be her
“primary objective”.

Macron is not obliged to
appoint her, however, and
has indicated that he will try
to form a centrist coalition
grouped around his own
supporters in parliament.
Unwilling to destabilise the
country in the middle of the
Olympics, he has said he will
not do so until after the
Games. Meanwhile, France’s
debt looks set to continue
ticking up.




